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basins, and   porringers.      He keeps an eye  on the
crops.   " English corn usually 2s. 6d. now 5^. or 5,5-. 6d.
a bushel.     The English harvest is promising though
much rye blasted and good for nothing.    A strange
plague of flies spoils most all our pease; it breeds in
them and at last flies away."    In 1686 mackerel are
quoted at i6s. a barrel, and pork at the same price.
Here is an  order he sends to  England:  " 6 dozen
scythes of a pretty long sort with strong flat backs,
narrow plates, strong  heels,  being hard   metal;  6
dozen of rubstones [whetstones] 20 dozens of good
strong servicable knives with bone, horn and wooden
hafts/'    " Let there be no silk grass in any of these
silks," he  writes,  "but  let them be all  silk.    Let
none of these silks  exceed  6s. pr. yard;   as much
under as you can."    New England people had this
help in commerce ; they were so far away from Lon-
don that they paid little attention to the Acts of Trade
imposed on other Englishmen, which increased their
profits.    This was taken notice of to their detriment
by the king's  government, and after the capture of
Quebec in 1759 the Acts were enforced here.    There
were suspicious  and  even criminal  prosecutions of
traders here for selling guns and other things contra-
band in war to the king's enemies ; and the Puritans
were sometimes smitten by the very war armaments
that greedy and cruel men of their own stock had
sold.

Sewall was also a general trader in lands and
cattle, as the Winthrops were. Such men bought
land in large blocks, and sold out in parcels. Sewalls ; and
